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Spring Session 
2023 

Wildflowers of the Mojave 

Information 

Date/ Time: Saturday, April 15, 8 am – 2 pm 
Meet at: Joshua Tree Visitor Center 

6554 Park Blvd, Joshua Tree CA 92252
Instructors: Melanie Davis, Botanist, and Lynn Sweet, Research Ecologist 

Overview 

Explore the diversity and spring splendor of the Mojave Desert in bloom. Field botanist Melanie Davis and 
plant ecologist Dr. Lynn Sweet will lead this one-day field class on a tour through the colorful flowers of a 
desert spring. Melanie and Lynn will describe interesting and entertaining aspects of the flora, their botanical 
characteristics, and show how to identify the unique blossoms of the park. They will share about challenges 
and discoveries from their ecological research in this ordinarily dry and dusty environment. They will identify 
plants in the Mojave by scientific and common names, allowing the participants to get to know these amazing 
plants up close, as well as tips on where to find some of the most unique plants in the desert. The locations of 
each course will be determined and customized based on local flowering events in the high desert.

Itinerary 
Saturday, April 15, 8 am – 2 pm 
Joshua Tree Visitor Center  

• Field Class
• Lunch/snack break, bring your own food
• Continuation of field class

What to Bring to the Course 

Optional Class Materials 
• Magnifying glass to look at flowers
• Gators or ankle high shoes due to flora seeds
• Camera
• Field Guides

The 10 Essentials:  Every day in the Desert 
• Day pack
• 4 quarts of water



• Closed toe hiking shoes
• Lunch and snacks
• Clothing layers
• Hat
• Sun glasses
• Sunscreen
• Notebook and pencil/pen
• Whistle

Fitness Requirements 

Participants must be in good physical condition for courses/activities in a desert that may be hot, dry, 
windy, and sometimes surprisingly cold. 

Hike Level 

Easy to Moderate 

Guidelines 

• You are responsible for your safety.
• Park your car in designated areas only.  Parking along the side of the road is dangerous to

you and the environment.
• Rattlesnakes are present in the desert.  Avoid contact with wildlife.  Put your hands and feet

only where you can see them.
• Stay with the group.  If you get lost, stay put.
• Before leaving the class, check out with the Desert Institute Representative.
• Drink plenty of water.  If you run out, notify the instructor or the Desert Institute

Representative.

Instructors Biography 
Melanie Davis lives in Joshua Tree CA and is a field biologist and botanist at UC Riverside’s Center for Conservation Biology 
in Palm Desert. She has been working and living in the Mojave Desert since 2017. Her field research brings her to remote 
corners of the Colorado, Mojave and Sonoran deserts, from Joshua Tree National Park to the Mojave National Preserve, 29 
Palms Marine Base, and across the Coachella Valley. She primarily studies the effects of human disturbance on native 
plants and ecosystems, as well as the distribution of rare native plant species. She is also an artist and has self-published 
illustrated field guides for several groups of native desert plants. Melanie holds a Bachelor’s from The Evergreen State 
College and the Desert Ecologist and Naturalist certifications from College of the Desert. 

Lynn Sweet is a Research Ecologist at the University of California, Riverside’s Center for Conservation Biology. She has a B.S. 
in Biology from Dickinson College, and a Ph.D. in Plant Biology from UCR. In the past, she has worked as a natural history 
tour guide in the dry forest of Hawaii, as well as on research projects focusing on endangered birds in Arizona, weedy plant 
species in Wyoming, and native oak and pine establishment in central California. Her current projects focus conservation of 
desert plant communities in southern California, including research within the Coachella Valley and Joshua Tree National 
Park.

* The Desert Institute staff/instructors will attempt to accommodate participant’s needs; however
we reserve the right to deny a student participation in the course due to concerns regarding
health and safety issues.




